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Boies Schiller, Dentons Secure Dismissal of Ex-Client's Racketeering Lawsuit

U.S. District Judge Laura Taylor Swain dismissed the lawsuit with prejudice, observing that Frank Corsini—the former client
who claimed a racketeering conspiracy between the two firms to raise his legal costs—and his companies “made no attempt”
to properly address the firms’ arguments to dismiss the case.
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A Manhattan federal judge tossed accusations that law firms Boies Schiller Flexner and Dentons
US coerced an energy executive into lying to an arbitral tribunal, writing in a critical, footnote-laden
order that the ex-client failed to properly plead his case.

U.S. District Judge Laura Taylor Swain dismissed the lawsuit with prejudice, observing that Frank
Corsini—the former client who claimed a racketeering conspiracy between the two firms to raise
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his legal costs—and his companies “made no attempt” to properly address the firms’ arguments to
dismiss the case.

“The entirety of Plaintiffs’ legal argument totals five pages—one fewer than the number of counts
brought—and consists of nothing more than conclusory recitations of the most basic elements of
each claim, long string citations to similarly conclusory paragraphs of the Complaint, and
references to case law without any further discussion or elaboration,” Swain wrote in her Tuesday
order.

“Plaintiffs, who are represented by counsel,” she added, “have made no attempt to engage
meaningfully with the issues in this action, and should not be given any further opportunity to do

n

SO.

The dismissal order was 21 pages long and included 14 footnotes that Swain primarily used to
provide further remarks on errors in Corsini's complaint. At one point, she noted Corsini’s
“bizarrle]” legal line-up, which includes two attorneys who sat on the other side of the table from
him in the arbitration that sparked the suit.

Corsini's other attorney, Paul Batista, who authored the Civil RICO Practice Manual, Third Edition,
told the New York Law Journal that they would appeal the decision.

“We have the greatest respect for Judge Swain, but we obviously disagree with her decision,’
Batista said in a statement.

Corsini had retained Boies Schiller in arbitration proceedings before the International Chamber of
Commerce to enforce a power purchase agreement between his company—Liberty Eco Energy—
and Senegal’s state-owned electricity company, Société Nationale D'Eléctricité du Sénégal, or
Senelec.

That agreement had been crafted by attorneys from Dentons and executed by Liberty and Senelec
in 2012. But it was rejected by Senelec’s board of directors, later triggering an arbitration
proceeding in Paris to enforce the deal. In 2020, a tribunal ruled against Corsini.

Corsini slammed his attorneys’ handling of the matter in his later lawsuit, alleging that lawyers

from Boies Schiller and Dentons used “every deceptive and extortionate tactic and trick to obstruct
justice” and gain an improper advantage in the arbitration, including allegedly coercing Corsini to
lie to the tribunal.

Corsini further alleged that both Dentons and Boies Schiller had misled him on the merits of his
case, arguing that they falsely maintained that the 2012 deal was valid without the approval of
Senelac’s board.
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Swain dismissed several attorneys from the case, based on a failure to serve. She found most of
the remaining claims ill-pled or implausible. She pointed out that the plaintiffs had averred that the
2012 deal noted that board approval was required, undermining claims that Dentons had misled
them about the agreement’s validity.

The judge further dismissed unjust enrichment claims, saying that the plaintiffs hadn't identified
any unjust payment to Dentons or to Boies Schiller, which was paid on contingency.

Howard Elman of EIman Freiberg PLLC, who represented Dentons, declined to comment on
Wednesday. Boies Schiller partner Eric Brenner represents the firm.

“We appreciate that the Court recognized the lack of merit in Plaintiffs’ claims and dismissed
them with prejudice,” a Boies Schiller representative said in a statement.

This story has been updated to reflect a comment from a Boies Schiller spokesperson.
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