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Biggie Smalls Trust & Widow Clash Over LLC Stake In
Del.

By Jarek Rutz

Law360 (May 11, 2026, 6:09 PM EDT) -- Counsel for a trustee tied to the late musician Notorious
B.I.G.'s mother told the Delaware Court of Chancery on Monday that the rapper's widow, Faith Evans,
cannot treat the trust as a member of the company controlling the rapper's intellectual property
when it helps close an asset sale, then deny that status when distributions come due.

Wayne Barrow of The Voletta Wallace Revocable Trust is seeking summary judgment against Evans
and nominal defendant Notorious B.I.G. LLC, arguing the trust is either a full member of the company
or, at a minimum, entitled to economic distributions from the company after a March 2025 asset sale.
Evans and the LLC counter that the trust was never admitted as a member and that a Pennsylvania
estate proceeding challenging Barrow's authority makes summary judgment improper.

"This case is not complicated. It is indisputable that at least since Ms Wallace's death, the trust has
been a member of the Notorious BIG LLC," Yelena Rapoport of Elman Freiberg PLLC, arguing for
Barrow, told Chancellor Kathaleen St. J. McCormick.

Notorious B.I.G. LLC was formed to manage and monetize intellectual property and brand rights
associated with Christopher Wallace, the artist known as The Notorious B.I.G. and Biggie Smalls, who
was killed in 1997. The company was owned by Wallace's mother, Voletta Wallace, and Evans, who
had been married to the rapper.

Barrow sued Evans in July 2025, claiming she refused to recognize the trust's 50% membership
interest after Voletta Wallace died in February 2025, withheld sale proceeds and denied him access to
company records. Evans and the LLC have denied that the trust is a member and have argued that
any membership claim fails under the LLC agreement and Delaware law.

Rapoport argued Monday that Voletta Wallace's estate plan passed her entire estate, including any
LLC interest, to the trust. She said Evans has no defense for withholding distributions for more than a
year, even if the court finds the trust holds only economic rights rather than full voting or
management rights.

Rapoport also said the Pennsylvania Orphans' Court case filed by Evans' son, Christopher Jordan
Wallace, should not delay the Delaware dispute. According to Evans' side, that case seeks to
invalidate a Feb. 6, 2025, codicil and amended trust as products of undue influence, remove Barrow
and revoke his letters. Rapoport called the case a delay tactic and said Barrow remains authorized to
act unless and until the Pennsylvania court says otherwise.

On the LLC agreement, Rapoport said Evans agreed in advance that the Voletta Wallace trust was a
"permitted transferee," allowing Wallace's interest to pass to it. She said Barrow later executed the
required consent, assuming the rights and obligations tied to the interest, and Evans has not
identified a valid defect in that consent.

Rapoport further argued that Evans and the LLC are estopped from denying the trust's membership
because Evans signed an asset purchase agreement that, according to Barrow, represented that
Evans and the trust were the LLC's sole members. Rapoport said Evans cannot accept the benefit of
the transaction.

Kasey H. DeSantis of Fox Rothschild LLP, arguing for Evans and the LLC, rejected the idea that Evans
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had conceded the trust holds any rights in the company. She said the dispute has always been
whether the trust has any membership interest at all.

"This entire litigation is based upon a dispute that the Trust has any membership interest whatsoever
in the company, and Miss Evans and the company both continue to maintain that the trust is neither
a full member or an economic member of the company," DeSantis told the court.

DeSantis argued that one section of the LLC agreement governs only transfers of interests, while
another requires unanimous member approval before admitting a new member. Evans never voted to
admit the trust, she said. DeSantis also argued that the amended trust is not the same trust named
in the LLC agreement because the agreement referred to the Voletta Wallace trust under the Dec. 14,
2020, agreement, not a later-amended version.

DeSantis also said the Pennsylvania case "strikes at the foundation" of Barrow's claims because it
challenges the documents that made him sole trustee and executor. She said the court should not
grant summary judgment on a record that depends on documents being actively litigated in another
forum.

Chancellor McCormick suggested the Pennsylvania court may decide Barrow's authority while
Delaware decides whether the trust is a member of the LLC. She took the motion under advisement
at the end of the hearing.

"We are pleased that we were able to explain again to the Court Faith Evans's continued wrongful
withholding of Voletta Wallace's share of the sales proceeds paid by Primary Wave under the Asset
Purchase Agreement," said Jay W. Freiberg of Elman Freiberg PLLC. "We look forward to the Court's
decision on our motion for summary judgment and to further vindicating the rights of Ms. Wallace's
Trust."

Fox Rothschild LLP, counsel for the defendants, declined to comment on the case, and other
representatives for the parties did not immediately respond to requests for comment on Monday.

Plaintiff Wayne Barrow, as trustee of the Voletta Wallace Revocable Trust, is represented by

Jay W. Freiberg and Yelena Rapoport of EIman Freiberg PLLC and Scott B. Czerwonka and Andrea S.
Brooks of Wilks Law LLC.

Defendant Faith Evans and nominal defendant Notorious B.I.G. LLC are represented by Seth A.
Niederman and Kasey H. DeSantis of Fox Rothschild LLP and by Lawrence C. Hinkle II of Sanders
Roberts LLP.

The case is Wayne Barrow, as trustee of the Voletta Wallace Revocable Trust v. Faith Evans et al.,
case number 2025-0760, in the Delaware Chancery Court.

--Editing by Vaqas Asghar.
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