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2nd Circ. Nixes $900M Suit Against Boies Schiller,
Dentons

By Caroline Simson

Law360 (May 19, 2026, 8:23 PM EDT) -- The Second Circuit Tuesday refused to revive a racketeering
lawsuit seeking up to $900 million in damages from Dentons and Boies Schiller Flexner LLP, in which the
BigLaw firms were accused of misleading a former client in relation to a deal, and later arbitration,
involving Senegal's state-owned energy company.
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The Second Circuit in a four-page summary order Tuesday ruled that claims alleging Dentons and Boies Schiller
Flexner LLP misled a client were not sufficiently supported. Allegations had included obstruction of justice,

extortion, perjury and witness tampering. (iStock.com/VitalyEdush)

Ruling in a four-page summary order, the appeals court held that U.S. District Judge Laura Taylor Swain
correctly concluded that plaintiff Frank Corsini and his companies, Liberty ECO Energy LLC and Liberty-
CITIC Energy Cayman Ltd., had not sufficiently supported their claims through allegations that included
obstruction of justice, extortion, perjury and witness tampering.

"Apart from the extortion claim, each of the alleged predicate offenses was based on defendants' alleged
litigation conduct — i.e., making false representations before an arbitral tribunal and causing funds to be
transmitted in connection with that litigation," according to the decision. "The district court thus correctly
concluded that plaintiffs' litigation-based claims were inadequate because 'allegations of frivolous,
fraudulent, or baseless litigation activities — without more — cannot constitute a [Racketeer Influenced
and Corrupt Organizations Act] predicate act."
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The suit was brought under RICO.

The extortion claims also fell short because Corsini had not alleged that the firms obtained any property
from him, the panel wrote. The judges noted that Corsini had not challenged the district court's dismissal
of his state-law claims on the merits.

Counsel for Corsini, Paul Batista of Paul Batista PC, told Law360 that "we have the greatest respect for the
United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit and the United States District Court for the Southern
District of New York. While we are disappointed with the outcome, and while we had a high level of
confidence in our case, the courts have spoken."

A representative for Dentons declined to comment Tuesday. Counsel for Boies Schiller could not
immediately be reached for comment.

Corsini and his companies sued Dentons, Boies Schiller and several partners at the firms in April 2024 in a
$300 million racketeering lawsuit, accusing them of fraud and extortion in connection with their allegedly
botched representation of him and his companies. In particular, Corsini accused the BigLaw firms of
engaging in fraud, extortion, obstruction of justice, perjury, subornation of perjury and other misconduct
by which they allegedly misled him and his companies.

On several of the claims, Corsini sought triple damages.

Corsini told the court he engaged Dentons in 2012 to provide advice as he entered negotiations with
Senegal's state-owned power company, Societe Nationale D'Electricite du Senegal, or Senelec, to develop
an energy generation facility. Corsini inked a power purchase agreement with Senelec later that year, the
suit says.

Corsini alleged he was led to believe the agreement was in effect by Oct. 24, 2012. He only learned later
that the deal would not be enforceable until it was approved by Senelec's board of directors, which never
happened, according to the suit. Corsini claimed Dentons, and later Boies Schiller, deliberately failed to
advise him on this point, and led him to believe the agreement with Senelec was in force.

Dentons allegedly terminated its representation of Corsini's companies in late 2013 over $1.9 million in
unpaid legal fees. Corsini then engaged Boies Schiller as his new counsel to represent him in arbitration
proceedings with Senelec before the International Chamber of Commerce. The engagement letter stated
Boies Schiller would be entitled to at least 40% of any award that was obtained and that Corsini and his
companies still owed Dentons the $1.9 million, according to the suit.

Corsini said that during Boies Schiller's representation of him and his companies, the firm and Dentons
continuously told him that the deal with Senelec was valid, even though they knew the opposite was true
and that it could not be enforced. A Boies Schilller attorney also allegedly told Corsini to testify falsely in
accordance with his instructions or else "get on a plane back home," Corsini alleged.

The ICC tribunal — comprising presiding arbitrator Luca G. Radicati di Brozolo, William W. Park and Vera
Van Houtte — ruled against Corsini and his companies in May 2020, concluding that the deal with Senelec
was unenforceable. The arbitrators ordered Corsini to pay the costs of the arbitration, amounting to $1.22
million.

Corsini and his companies are represented by Paul Batista of Paul Batista PC.

Boies Schiller is represented in-house by Eric J. Brenner, Craig Wenner and Robert McCutcheon.

Dentons and attorneys Edward J. Reich and Jeffrey S. Geron are represented by Howard I. ElIman and
Benjamin S. Litman of Elman Freiberg PLLC.

The case is Corsini et al. v. Dentons US LLP et al., case number 25-2710, in the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the Second Circuit.

--Editing by Jay Jackson Jr.

Update: This story has been updated with a comment from Corsini's counsel.
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